
Maine State Legislature Recap 
by Tim Walton, Walton External Affairs 

 
The Maine State Legislature returns to work tomorrow, May 2, 2018 for what 
is referred to as “veto” day, where they will decide to either sustain or     
override the remaining bills the Governor vetoed during their recess. Beyond 
that, it’s uncertain when, or even if, they will return to the Statehouse prior to 
adjourning the 128th Legislature. 

This session has had many different turns and the final disposition of     
pending legislation is not clear. When they left the building during the (very) 
early morning of April 20th, they did so in a posture that preserved all    
pending legislation, leaving the statutory window open for a potential return 
to work to deal with the issues that remain to be decided. 

With some very high profile (along with many “not so high profile”) issues still 
up-in-the-air, including bonds, school funding, Medicaid Expansion, and tax 
conformity, it would seem likely that they will indeed come back at some 
point in the near future to deal with unfinished business. That said, when it 
comes to the current composition of the Legislature, you never really know. 

One thing is certain though, when all is said and done, the issues debated in 
the 128th Maine State Legislature will go in the books as some of the most 
interesting, complex, and challenging we’ve seen in recent years. Stay 
tuned, as there will be more to report when they finally do wrap-up their 
work. 
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Michael Bourque 

MEMIC 
 

MEMIC at 25:  
Lessons in public policy and process  

 
 
 

May 2, 2018 
4:00 - 5:30 p.m.  

 Cohen Community Center 
 
 

RSVP to Info@KennebecValleyChamber.com 
 
 

Thank you to our sponsor! 
 

May 
05/02 Chamber Connection 

4:00 - 5:30 p.m. 
@ Cohen Community 
Center 

05/08 KVCC Board of Directors 
5:30 p.m. 

05/09 Women’s Network 
Luncheon 
11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
@ Senator Inn & Spa 

05/23 Business After Hours 
5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 
@ Fowler’s Roofing 

June 
06/12 KVCC Board of Directors                 

5:30 p.m. 

06/13 Whatever Family Festival 
Begins! 

06/13 Women’s Network 
Luncheon 
11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
@ Senator Inn & Spa 

06/26 The Great Race 
2:00 - 10:00 p.m. 
@ Downtown Gardiner 

06/30 Kennebec River Day & 
Kennebec River Brewfest 
11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
@Mill Park 

06/27 Business After Hours 
5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 
@ Purdue University Global 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Jodi Cornelio 

Turner Publishing Company 
 

 Foundations of Marketing: 
A Brief Overview  

 
 

 May 9, 2018 
11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  

 The Senator Inn & Spa 
 

RSVP to Info@KennebecValleyChamber.com 
 
 

Thank you to our sponsors! 
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EXPO 
HEALTHY 
AGING 

10th Annual 

 

Friday, June 1  •  10:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.   
 

Cohen Community Center  •  22 Town Farm Road, Hallowell 

 

Join us for an educational and informative day as we  
work toward achieving a healthier life for all ages.  

 
Over 40 different vendors will be on-site to talk  

about ways to improve life as you age.  

Interested in being a vendor or sponsoring our Expo?  
For details contact Cindy Sullivan at 626-7777 

 

Lunch by Cohen on the Meadows: $5  
served from 11:00 a.m. — 12:30 p.m.  

Thank you to our Sponsors! 
Bridges  •  Senscio Systems Inc.  •  Crisis Counseling Centers Inc,  •  Smart Eye Care Center 

Anthem Blue Cross Blue Shield  •  Kennebec Pharmacy and Home Care   

Live demonstrations  •  Health screenings  •  Helpful resources  •  Door prizes 



Sign your team up today or be an event sponsor!  

Contact Sarah at sbrown@spectrumgenerations.org for more details. 



 

Did you know as a member of the Chamber you can buy a membership list? 
Call the Chamber at 207-623-4559 for more information. 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 
 

Edward Jones - David Farago 
David Farago, (207) 480-1316 
edwardjones.com/david-farago 

 
Ground Round Sports Grille 
Andy Couture, (207) 623-0022 

www.groundround.com 
 

Kennebec Valley Organization 
Andi Parkinson, (207) 557-4234 

www.kennebecvalleyorg.com 
 

Snow Pond Arts Academy 
Deborah Emery, (207) 592-9421 

snowpondartsacademy.org 
 

Vannah Yard Care 
Earle Vannah, (207) 445-5659 

MEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

ALSO RENEWING 

10+ YEARS 

Augusta CareerCenter 
Comfort Inn Civic Center 

5+ YEARS 

The Charles Inn 
Living Innovations 
Maine Isshinryu Karate Academies 
 

Margaritas Mexican Restaurant 
Rocky’s Stove Shoppe 
Snow Pond Technology Group 
 

Staples 
Statewide Towing 
Vacationland Inn 
 

Edward Jones 
Hopkins Flowers and Gifts 
Lakepoint Real Estate 

30+ YEARS 

AAA Portable Toilets 
Bangor Savings Bank 
The Boulos Company 
LEE Credit Express 
Macomber Transportation & 
 Warehousing 

The Maine Children’s Home 
 for Little Wanderers 
Oakes & Parkhurst Glass 
United Insurance - Tilton 
 Insurance Agency 
Viles Arboretum 

20+ YEARS 

Hallowell Printing Company 
S. J. Wood Construction Co. 
 
 

University of Maine at Augusta 
Verrill & Dana 

40+ YEARS 

KeyBank 



Please Join us! 

2nd Annual Benefit and Recognition Night 

June 13, 2018   6:00 –8:00 PM 

Longfellow’s Greenhouses, Manchester                           
 

Help us recognize those in our community who provide                              
outstanding support to our mission. 

 

Music by Penny Amundsen—Harpist 

Refreshments by White Flower Catering 

Tree Spirits Wine and Cushnoc Brewing Co. 

Photography by Rene Roy 

 

 

To purchase your ticket  

1. Call Liz at 620-9045 or 

2. Go to our “Calendar of Events” page of our website  

www.familyviolenceproject.org                                                    

Tickets are $50.00 each 

 

 



Please consider sponsoring our  

2nd Annual Benefit and Recognition Night 

June 13, 2018  6-8 PM 

Longfellow’s Greenhouses in Manchester 

For more information and to sign up  

 please call Liz at 620-9045 

BENEFITS OF YOUR SPONSORSHIP  

It Takes a Community to End Domestic Violence 

Your sponsorship lets your patrons know that you take a stand against domestic violence. 



MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 

 

 
 

Smart EyeCare Center has been providing high quality eye care to the communities of Central Maine for over 
twenty-five years. With convenient hours, seven full-time Optometrists, and three locations, Smart EyeCare 
Center is focused on delivering exemplary care and products to its patients. In addition to primary eye care, 
they treat pathologies, accept emergency visits, and perform contact lens fittings.  
 
Smart EyeCare Center has the largest and most complete optical dispensary in the area. They know picking 
out frames and lenses can be an overwhelming process. Their highly-trained staff can help you find beautiful 
frames and will take the time to educate you on the latest lens technology. 
 
Contact lenses are of a special interest to the team at Smart EyeCare Center. If you have failed at contact 
lenses before, Smart EyeCare is there to help. Their experience is that 90% of people who have failed with 
wearing contact lenses in the past can be successfully fit.   
 
The Optometrists at Smart EyeCare Center give comprehensive eye examinations with a special emphasis 
on the medical health of the eye.  
 
They always accept new patients and look forward to serving Maine in years to come. For more information, 
please visit Smart EyeCare Center’s website at www.smarteyecare.com or find them on Facebook or          
Instagram. 







Advertise In The Newsletter 

Ad Size Inches 
W x H 

Monthly 
Cost 

6 Months Cost 
10%  

Discount 

1 Year Cost 
20%  

Discount 

1/2 Page 8 x 5.25 $150 $810 $1,440 

1/4 Page 
8 x 2.625 

or 
4 x 5.25 

$100 $540 $960 

1/8 Page 
4 x 2.625 

or 
2.625 x 4 

$75 $405 $720 

Double 
Sided  
Insert 

8.5 x 11 $250 — — 

Lori Dube 
An Augusta native, Lori graduated from Cony High School 
and the University of Maine at Farmington.  She Previously 
a high school history teacher and coach at Erskine for 11 
years, she also worked part time in real estate. A fulltime 
REALTOR® now for 5 years, her passion for real estate 
continues to grow. She has been involved in a variety of 
community projects and activities. She lives in Augusta 
with husband Darrek and daughters Natalie and Kennedy. 
“The Chamber is a key player in our community’s fu-
ture;  I’m  excited to join the Board”, says Lori.  “I look for-
ward to working to help strengthen the local economy, pro-
mote both current and prospective businesses, and attract 
new professionals to the area.” 

Elisa Ellis 
Elisa is a partner at Ellis & Meader Attorneys at Law       
located on Water Street in Augusta. Prior to co-founding 
Ellis & Meader, Elisa owned E. Paylor Law.  
Elisa graduated from the University of Maine in Augusta, 
with her Bachelor of Science in Business Administration 
and her certificate in Human Resource Management. She 
followed her undergraduate accomplishments by obtaining 
her Master of Business Administration from Thomas      
College in Waterville, then attended Maine Law.  
She resides in South China with her husband, Jason and 
their daughter, Abigail. An avid outdoorswoman,             
Elisa enjoys swimming, hiking, kayaking, fishing and    
snowmobiling. 

PLEASE JOIN US IN WELCOMING OUR NEW BOARD MEMBERS! 



Augusta Bangor Farmingdale 
255 Western Ave 824 Stillwater Ave 210 Maine Ave 

Sale runs May 1 - 31, 2018 
Some exclusions apply. See an optician for details 



Kennebec River Day, June 30 
The Kennebec River Day is held at Mill Park along the mighty  

Kennebec River from 11 am to 4 pm with activities for ALL  
AGES! Children will be occupied with games and activities while 
adults can spend time at the craft vendors, listening to music, or 
playing adult games. The Chamber is excited to bring everyone 

together for a day in Augusta with activities for all. 

The Great Race, June 26, Downtown Gardiner 
The Great Race is an antique, vintage, and collector car  
competitive controlled-speed endurance road rally on public 
highways with cars from 1972 and older. It is not a test of top 
speed. It is a test of a driver/navigator team’s ability to follow  
precise course instructions and the car’s (and team’s) ability to 
endure on a cross-country trip.  
 

Gardiner, Maine stop hosted by:  

Thank you to our major sponsors! 

WHATEVER FAMILY FESTIVAL 

JUNE 13 - JULY 4 

Introducing Augusta's first brew festival focusing on Maine breweries, the 
Kennebec River Brewfest! The Brewfest will feature variety of local  

breweries. Food vendors, live music, lawn games, and more will all be  
within an arms reach of the Kennebec River Brewfest as it takes place in 

the middle of the Kennebec River Day At Mill Park from 11 am to 4 
pm. Each Brewfest attendee will receive a wrist band, including a special 

wrist band for the designated drivers of your group. Tickets can be          
purchased by visiting www.KennebecValleyChamber.com 

Kennebec River Brewfest, June 30 

Thank you to our major sponsors! 



Stop in or call your local AAA office in 

 Augusta for a no obligation insurance 

quote and get a free $10 gift card to the 

Red Barn 

AAA Augusta 

20 Whitten Rd. Ste. 11 

Augusta, ME 04330 

207-622-2221 

  



May 3rd — Travel Show 

May 7th — Deposit Night 

RSVP: 



Camden National Bank announced it has signed a       
purchase and sale agreement with Elm City 9, LLC, a    
Colby-owned affiliate company, on the property located at 
33 Main Street, Waterville. The banking center will         
relocated to 150 Main Street, recently named the Bill and 
Joan Alfond Main Street Commons, which is slated to open 
in August 2018, as a mixed-use building for retail space, 
college housing, and a public community room. Camden 
National Bank is the first business to announce it will       
occupy space at 150 Main Street. It will be located on the 
ground floor on the corner of Main and Temple Streets. 
The new 3,500 square-foot banking center will serve as a 
one-stop shop for all financial needs. Current banking    
customers and the community will benefit from the          
traditional customer experience as well as a high-tech,   
high-touch approach, delivered by the bank’s industry-
leading mobile and online applications.  
 
The Harlow Gallery has registration open for upcoming 

arts workshops at the Harlow in their 
new, larger location at 100 Water 
Street in Hallowell. Pre-registration is 
required for all workshops. Spaces 
are limited and can be reserved by 

calling 207-622-381 or emailing kvaa@harlowgallery.com. 
On Sunday, May 6 from 10am-4pm Cynthia Ahlstrin will 
lead “Two Types of Paper,” a workshop on hand designed 
paste paper and layered papermaking. On Saturday, May 
26 10am-1pm join expert watercolor artist Kay Morris for an 
entry level watercolor course taught in a relaxed              
environment. For more details, visit www.harlowgallery.org. 
 
Kennebec Valley Community College was recognized by 
the Center for Tobacco Independence’s Breathe Easy    

initiative for achieving the Gold    
Level in the 2018 Gold Star    
Standards of Excellence Program at 
the annual Tobacco-Free College 
Gold Star Standards of Excellence 
Award ceremony on Thursday, 
March 29th. The award ceremony 
celebrates the efforts of Maine col-
leges and universities to address 
smoking, tobacco use and exposure 
on their campuses. This year 11 

schools and two gold star champions were recognized for 
their achievements in advancing campus smoke and      
tobacco-free policies as well as promoting tobacco-free 
lifestyles for their campus community. 

The Maine State Museum will exhibit memorial and iconic 
artifacts rarely seen by the 
public at a first of its kind 
pop up exhibit. In an      
evening of celebration and 
performance art, the Friends 
of the Maine State Museum, 
in collaboration with the 
Maine State Museum and 
Snow Pond Center for the 

Arts, will come together on Saturday evening May 5, 2018 
at the Lakeside Lodge on the Snow Pond campus in     
Sidney, Maine to present a vibrant and historic celebration 
of the history of the iconic little black dress. Guests are             
encouraged to celebrate the iconic little black dress and its 
roots! Attendees are encouraged to come as comfortable, 
dress in Victorian mourning attire or get out that iconic little 
black dress! Tickets can be purchased securely online at 
www.mainestatemuseum.org or by calling the Friends of 
the Maine State Museum at 207.287.2304. You may also 
email the Friends with ticket inquiry: 
friends.museum@maine.gov. Tickets are $45.00 per     
person for Museum members and $50.00 per person for 
non-members. Proceeds from the event will ensure new 
programs and collections care initiatives at the Maine State 
Museum.  
 
Theater at Monmouth continues its long-standing tradition 
of providing access to arts education for young people in 
Maine with its annual Page to Stage tour. TAM has         
provided literature-based education programs in schools 
and community centers since the Theater’s founding.      
Education Tours make adaptation of classic literature     
accessible to a geographically and economically diverse 
audience. From April 23 through May 25 TAM will bring 
classic literature alive for students across the state.        
Developed for grades pre-k to 8, TAM’s Page to Stage 
Tour will bring a world-premiere adaptation, Aesop’s Guide 
to Friendship to elementary and middle schools across the 
state from Berwick to Fort Kent, and Rangeley to Machias. 
For more information on how to bring Aesop’s Guide to 
Friendship to your school or your students to a                  
performance in Cumston Hall, visit 
www.theateratmonmouth.org/education/educationtours or 
call the Box Office at 207.933.9999. 
 
 

CHAMBER MEMBER NEWS 

To submit Member News, send your press release to: info@KennebecValleyChamber.com 





 
 

 

Fowlers Roofing will host the Business After Hours on 
Wednesday, May 23rd from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. in Chelsea. 
KV Chamber members and guests are welcome to join us 
for networking and great food!  
 

Every Business After Hours is an incredible opportunity to 
win amazing door prizes and take part in the 50/50 raffle. 
Delicious hors d’oeuvres will be available and guests are 
welcome to partake in the cash bar.  
 

Be sure to bring a large stack of business cards to share  
with your new business contacts! 

To RSVP call 623-4559 or  
Email info@kennebecvalleychamber.com 

KVCC Board of Directors 
 

Steven Marson, Chair* 
Central Maine Pyrotechnics 
Nathan Cotnoir, Chair Elect* 
Camden National Bank 
Alec Rogers, Vice Chair* 
Quality Inn & Suites Maine Evergreen Hotel 
Matthew Tardiff, Treasurer* 
J.S. McCarthy Printers 
Stacey Morrison, Past Chair* 
Ganneston Construction Corp. 
Chuck Hays, Past Treasurer* 
MaineGeneral Health 
Katie Doherty, President & CEO*^ 
 

* Executive Committee   ^ Full -Time Executive 
Karen Boston 
Lipman & Katz, P.A. 
Cathy DeMerchant, 
Capital Area Staffing Solutions, Inc. 
Lori Dube 
Sprague & Curtis Real Estate 
Elisa Ellis, Special Counsel 
Ellis & Meader Attorneys at Law        
Leon Emery 
Emery's Meat & Produce 
Sue Grenier 
G&E Roofing Co., Inc. 
Randy Hutchins 
O’Connor AutoPark 
Eric Jermyn 
Cross Insurance Agency 
Earl Kingsbury 
Augusta Civic Center 
Jeffrey Nevins 
FairPoint Communications 
Richard Parkhurst 
Stained Glass Express 
Lynn Quirion 
Macomber, Farr & Whitten 
Andrew Silsby 
Kennebec Savings Bank 
Eric Stinneford 
Central Maine Power Company 
Kim Vandermeulen 
Alternative Manufacturing, Inc. 
Rebecca Wyke 
University of Maine at Augusta 
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KVCC Staff 
 
Katie L. Doherty, President & CEO 
Lindsay L. Corbett, Office Manager 
Chris A. Voynik, Events & Membership Director 
Caroline A. Saban, Marketing Director 

Our Mission: 
The KV Chamber exists to 

enhance life quality by 
strengthening our  
regional economy. 

 

Join us at Fowler’s Roofing! 

Business After Hours events sponsored by:               

 672 River Road, Chelsea, ME 

http://www.AugustaMaine.com

